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It’s hard to imagine Leroy Hodge as 
an adrenaline junkie.  

Most recognize him as somewhat of 
a stoic, reverent man who has served 
customers for many years from behind 
a sporting goods counter.  

Yet, in his 20s and 30s, Hodge, now 
81, learned to fly a plane, perform wa-
terskiing stunts, race motorcycles and 
exercise an appetite for adventure as a 
scuba diver.  

He even had an earring – if only for a 
day – just to prove he could do it.  

It didn’t take long for Hodge’s enter-
prising spirit to develop into a suc-
cessful business career. 

Today, his namesake, Hodge’s 
Sports & Apparel, is on the eve of its 
50th anniversary. It is a Marion land-
mark, a retail rock that has adapted to 
a varied clientele across six different 
decades, offering everything from mo-
torcycles and trampolines to night-
crawlers, tuxedos and electronics. 

Hodge is Marion’s longest-operating 
retail business owner.  

His career started miles from Marion 
in pipeline construction, but he re-
turned to his father Charlie Hodge’s 
Westside Market in the 1960s working 
as a butcher. 

In 1971, married with a young 
daughter, Hodge and wife Barbara 
purchased North Court S&T Hardware 
on East Bellville Street from Imogene 
and Raymond “Pat” Patmor. It was 
there that daughter Britt began “play-
ing” store, laying a foundation for her 
future management of the current re-
tail enterprise on Sturgis Road. 

“It was his first leap of faith into 

business,” his wife recalls, pointing 
out that despite their desire to get into 
retail, it was rife with early heartache. 

“I soon regretted it,” Hodge admits. 
“It made him sick – literally made 

him sick – the financial aspect of it,” 
Barbara said. “We were newlyweds 
and poor, we didn’t have any money.” 

A few years later, Charlie Hodge sold 
Westside Market and Leroy Hodge sold 
North Court S&T Hardware, and the 
father/son team purchased York 
Sporting Goods on Sturgis Road and 
renamed it Hodge Outdoors. They sold 
motorcycles, bicycles, go-carts, hard-
ware, paint, Franciscan China and 
wedding gifts. Charlie Hodge, who 

some may remember by his handle 
“Shotgun,” parlayed a hobby in CB ra-
dios into a Radio Shack franchise that 
meshed with Hodges’ business model. 

On May 1, 1974, Leroy and Charlie 
Hodge opened Hodge Outdoor Sports. 
They soon phased out hardware, ex-
panded the sporting goods depart-
ment, and during the 1980s energy 
crisis sold wood-heater inserts. 

Leroy Hodge later became the sole 
owner and transitioned into apparel 
after he found a good deal on Levis 
jeans from a Madisonville wholesaler. 
The apparel department grew from 
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Spring Wildfire Season 
Starts Right Now in KY 
   Kentucky’s spring wildfire season 
begins Thursday, limiting outdoor 
burning. During the wildfire season, 
burning can basically on be done 
only at night. Open flames are pro-
hibited within 150 feet of a wooded 
or grasslands area – which is almost 
all of Crittenden County – during 
wildfire season, which extends from 
Feb. 15 to April 30. Burning is re-
stricted between 6 a.m., to 6 p.m., 
from Feb. 15 through April 30.  
 

Recycling still on 
hold, cans are okay 
   While Crittenden County plastics 
and cardboard recycling program is 
on hold as it seeks a new processor, 
the county continues to accept alu-
minum or metal cans and other 
types of scrap metal at its Conven-
ience Center on US 60 East. 
 

Golf club’s sale is 
pending, says owner 
   Eddie King, who has owned and 
operated the former Marion Country 
Club since 2015, confirms that a 
deal is in the works to sell the 
nearly 70-acre facility to Gracie 
Bruce and her family. Bruce is owner 
and operator of La Delicia Mexican 
Restaurant in Marion’s Darben 
Plaza. On Sunday, Bruce posted on 
social media that she had bought 
the club. 
 

 
 

How is inflation  
hitting you now? 

•If you made $25,000 in salary 
in 2000 you would need $45,565 
this year to have equivalent buying 
power. 

•Eggs in 2000 were 91 cents. 
Today the price of 12 eggs at a 
local Walmart store is $4.38. 

•Average price of all new auto-
mobiles in 2000 was $21,850. 
Now, the average cost of a mid 
sized vehicle is more than 
$30,000. Average price of an SUV 
or moderate package pickup is 
around $50,000. 

•If you built an average size 
home in Kentucky in 2000, your 
cost was around $90,000. That 
same home today would be 
$221,000. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS  

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 15 at the County Office Com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 15 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street.  

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, Feb. 19 at city 
hall. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet Tues-
day, Feb. 20 at 8:30 a.m., at the 
Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 20 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 
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BY THE NUMBERS

Marion’s Retail Rock 
Hodge’s on cusp of store’s 50th anniversary 

Pictured standing in front of the new Hodge’s Outdoors in 1974 are (from left) Greg 
Robertson, Virginia Metcalf, Leroy Hodge and Charlie Hodge. 

Leroy Hodge has spent most his life behind the 
counter of his retail shop on Sturgis Road.

Local leaders were in Frankfort last week meeting with the area’s legislative team in 
hopes of garnering awareness and funding for projects important to Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties. Pictured are (front from left) Rep. Jim Gooch, Crittenden-Livingston 
Water District Superintendent Tyler Pierson, Marion Mayor D’Anna Browning, (back) Mar-
ion’s water crisis consultant Tim Thomas, Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom, Marion businessman and Lake Barkley Partnership President Tim Capps, Sen. 
Jason Howell and Livingston County Judge-Executive Teris Swanson.

On Water Front 

Local progress 
found at capitol 
 
STAFF REPORT 

County leaders came back from 
Frankfort last week with the near 
assurance of a multi-million grant 
that they had originally feared to be 
in jeopardy of denial, and the best 
news is that it should include more 
money to cover inflationary in-
creases.  

Local leaders have described their 
visit with policymakers and govern-
ment administrators as positive, 
and to some degree a bit surprising.   

Getting an “emergency status” at- 
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Rorer 
Frances Ann Rorer, 78, 

of Marion, died Monday, 
Feb. 5, 2024 at Shady 
Lawn Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center in 
Cadiz.   

She was a long stand-
ing member of Marion 
Church of God. 

Surviving are a cousin, 
Melissa (Don) Thomas of 
Marion. 

  She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Robin Ray and Mary Dee 
Rorer; two brothers, 
James T. Rorer and Rob-
ert D. Rorer; and a sister, 
Mary Catherine Rorer.    

Graveside services 
were Saturday, Feb. 10 
at Mt. Zion Cemetery. 

Adwell 
Rachel Ann Adwell, 92, 

died Saturday, Feb. 3, 
2024.  She was born 
March 17, 1931 in her 
f a m i l y 
home in 
Tiline.  

She was 
a godly 
w o m a n 
who loved 
h e r 
c h u r c h , 
family, and 
friends.  She lived an ex-
traordinary life full of 
many adventures such 
as traveling to 49 states, 
going on mission trips in 
her 70s, and spending 
much of her time with 
family.   She will always 
be remembered for her 
300+ hand-sewn Christ-
mas stockings created for 
those she loved.  Her last 
one was finished at the 
age of 91. She was bey-
ond loved by all who 
knew her. 

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Barbara Ann Sil-
vey, James Lee (Melody) 
Lanham III, Janie Evelyn 
(Wendell) Shelton, step-
children Mike Adwell, 
Dick Adwell, Margie 
Brown, Debbie Thacher 
and Bruce Adwell; 25 
grandchildren; 41 great-
grandchildren, and 10 
great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
James Lee Lanham Jr.; 
and first husband Her-
schel Carter Adwell; a 
son, Herschel Adwell; a 

son-in-law, Bill Silvey; 
one grandchild; and one 
great-grandchild. 

Graveside services 
were Thursday, Feb. 8, at 
Old Salem Church Cem-
etery. Boyd Funeral Di-
rectors and Cremation 
Services was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Dukes 
James Wilford “Bill” 

Dukes, 88, of Smithland, 
died Sunday, Feb. 11, 
2024. He was born Aug. 
14, 1935 in Smithland, 
and re-
mained a 
proud res-
ident of 
Livingston 
County his 
entire life. 

He at-
tended Liv-
i n g s t o n 
County High School 
Class of 1954 and upon 
graduation began work 
at Higdon Foods/Kraft 
where he served in var-
ious capacities for over 
40 years. He was a 
member of the Potter’s 
House Worship Center 
where he faithfully at-
tended and served. He 
was a member of the 
Smithland Masonic 
Lodge for many years. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wives Betty 
Jean Blair Dukes and 
Joyce Hale Dukes; his 
parents, Oliver and Ethel 
Dukes; brothers Lonnie 
Dukes and Dean Dukes 
and a sister, Sylvia 
Dukes Dove. 

Surviving are a daugh-
ter Debbie (Art) DeWeese 
of Pelham, Ala.; a grand-
daughter, Nicole DeW-
eese Helm (Derrick) of 
Birmingham, Ala.; three 
great-grandchildren, Isa-
bella, Ainslee and Josiah 
Helm of Birmingham, 
Ala.; a brother, Albert 
Dukes of Paducah; a 
sister, Beatrice (Willis) 
Henson of Paducah; two 
stepsons, Everett Smith, 
Jr., of Smithland and Jeff 
(Lynn) Smith  of Smith-
land; a step-grandson, 
Duell Smith; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews; 
a stepson, Greg Smith; 
and a step-grandson 
Curtis Smith. 

A visitation will be held 
from 10-11 a.m., Thurs-
day, Feb. 15 at Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and 
Cremation Servicess. Ma-
sonic rites will be con-
ducted prior to the 11 

a.m. service. Burial will 
follow at Leeper Cemetery 
in Tiline. The service will 
be conducted by Andrew 
Sexton. 

Memorial donations 
can be made to the Men’s 
Ministry of Potter’s 
House Worship Center, 
881 Cutoff Road, Smith-
land, KY 42081 or St. 
Jude Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105-9959.  

Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services 
in Salem is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Walker 
Carson Edgar "Chad" 

Walker III, 49, of Marion, 
died Saturday, Feb. 10, 
2024 at Crittenden Com-
munity Hospital. 

S u r v i v -
ing are two 
sisters, Re-
becca (Bob) 
Hyatt of 
W a y n e s -
ville, Mo.; 
and Angie 
( D u k e ) 
Owen of Marion; life part-
ner Heather Hudson of 
Marion; three nephews, 
Ian and Carson Hyatt 
and Logan (Haviland) 
Owen; a niece, Emily 
Owen; and aunt, Sue 
Thomas. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Charles Edgar and Nancy 
Ann Walker and grand-
parents, Buck and Ka-
thryn Pritchett and 
Carson E. and Mary B. 
Walker II. 

Private services will be 
held at a later date.  

Donations may be 
made to the Crittenden 
County Coalition For A 
Drug Free Community, 
PO Box 22, Marion, KY 
42064. 

Gilbert Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Sisco 
Charles Sisco, 80, of 

Salem, died Tuesday, 
Feb. 6, 2024 at Salem 
Springlake Health and 
Rehabilitation Center. 

He was a union operat-
ing engineer from 1965 
to 2002.  He was a 
member of Tarbolton Ma-
sonic Lodge #351 in Fair-
bury, Ill., petitioned Dec. 
26, 1995, elected Jan. 
22, 1995, initiated March 
9, 1996, passed March 9, 
1996, raised as both a 

Mason and Shriner on 
March 9, 1996. 

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Cynthia (Clint) Cock-
erham of Christiana, 
Tenn.; a son, David Sisco 
of Fairbury, Ill.; a sister, 
Shirley Dalton of Kevil; 
four grandchildren, 
Chantel (Jake) Reeder, 
Michelle (Keith) Brodeur, 

Amanda (Logan) Rath-
bun and Samantha 
Sisco. 

He was preceded in 
death by a daughter, An-
nette Haskell; four 
brothers, William T. 
“Cobbie” Sisco, James 
Sisco, Alvie Sisco, Morris 
Sisco; two sisters, Eva-
lean Curnel and Dorothy 

Guill; and his parents, 
Roy and Rosa Josephine 
Waters Sisco. 

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 in 
the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services, with 
Bro. Gary Hardesty offici-
ating.  Burial will follow 
in Salem Cemetery. 
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Get in line 
The first line dancing 
class offered Feb. 8 by 
the Crittenden County Ex-
tension Service attracted 
a full house at Crittenden 
County PACS Senior Cit-
izens Center. The class is 
free to all ages at 9:30 
a.m., each Thursday. 
Here, instructor Chrystal 
Fix leads the group in 
some basic line dancing 
steps. At least 10 women 
participated in the inau-
gural lesson.

Speech team third 

Crittenden County Middle School’s speech team placed 
third at the Regional Tournament on Friday, Feb. 2 at 
Graves County High School. Pictured from left are 
Daisy Mireles, Hannah Peek, Alana West, Adilynn Cur-
tis and Samuel Powell. The Middle School Speech 
Team has a state competition at UK on Feb. 23-24.  The 
High School Speech Team has a state competition at 
NKU on March 8-9. 
 

Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Wednesday, Feb. 15 
• Line Dancing class begins at 9:30 a.m., at Crittenden 
County Senior Citizen Center. 
Friday, Feb. 16 
•Fitness Friday, consisting of deep breathing, med-
itation and stretching exercises to increase flexibility 
and reduce stress begins at 2 p.m., at the Extension 
annex. 
Saturday, Feb. 17 
All-you-can eat breakfast is from 7-10 a.m. at Salem 
Masonic Lodge #81 located at 237 W. Main St., 
Salem.   
Tuesday, Feb. 20 
• Time Well Spent meets at 2 p.m., at the Crittenden 
County Extension Annex. Participants explore com-
mon reasons for procrastination and learn to identify 
and combat procrastination tendencies. Call (270) 
965-5236 to register.  
Wednesday, Feb. 21 
• Pesticide Applicator Training begins at 6.p.m., at the 
Crittenden County Extension Annex. Call the Exten-
sion office to register at 270-965-5236.  

Fourth- and fifth-grade 
drama students at Crit-
tenden County Elemen-
tary are experiencing 
small town Hollywood. 

Under the direction of 
CCES teacher Mary 
Winders and in partner-
ship with the Community 
Arts Foundation, stu-
dents will perform “The 
Reluctant Dragon,” at 6 
p.m., Friday, Feb. 23. 

The play is a story 
about two boys who live 
in a village where all 
dragons are believed to 
have been killed. But one 
day they find a dragon 
living in a cave. The 
dragon befriends the 
boys and soon they be-
come attached to him. 
Then the bullies in town 
find out about their se-
cret dragon.  

This is Winders’ sixth 
time directing a school 
play, the fourth at Fohs 
Hall. 

“After the first practice 
at Fohs Hall, one little 
girl said, “it’s like a small 
town Hollywood, with the 
lights and curtains and 
everything,”  Winders 
said. “They are so ex-
cited.” 

Winders and CCES 
Principal Sarah Riley 
agree that it is an impor-
tant for students to have 

an authentic experience 
on stage. 

“Our common goal is to 
increase the interest in 
the performing arts 
among the youth in our 
community, and we are 
already seeing a few of 
the students that partici-
pate in the school play 
also choose to participate 
in the annual spring mu-
sical with Michelle 
Crider.” 

Winders is the advisor 
for the school’s weekly 
after-school 29-member 
drama club.  

Weekly rehearsals for 
The Reluctant Dragon 
are held at Fohs Hall 
until the performance. 

The story originated as 
one chapter  of a chil-
dren’s book written by 
Kenneth Graham in 
1898, and the story was 
included in a film pro-
duced by Disney in 1941.  

Admission to the Feb. 
23 play is free and open 
to the public. Donations 
can be made to the Com-
munity Arts Foundation.  

 

Club presents Dragon tale

EJ Taylor, Kaylynn LIttle and Ellie Binkley rehearsse for 
next week’s third- and fourth-grade drama production 
at Fohs Hall.

LHHS pro-
viders



Bank receives public action 
notice from Fed Reserve 

Recent public action by federal bank 
regulators will have an immediate af-
fect on shareholders of a Marion bank 
and operations at the financial institu-
tion which has locations in Marion, 
Glasgow and Cave City. 

The Federal Reserve Board last week 
announced execution of an enforce-
ment action in agreement with Peo-
ples-Marion Bancorp, Inc., Marion; The 
Peoples Bank in Marion, Federal Re-
serve Bank of St. Louis; and Kentucky 
Department of Financial Institutions 
(KDFI). 

The written enforcement agreement 
dated Jan. 22 requires the bank’s 
holding company to within 30 days 
submit written plans acceptable to the 
Reserve Bank and KDFI to rectify issues 
alleged by the Federal Reserve.  

“The Peoples Bank has a strong track 
record of operating soundly and prof-
itably,” the bank said in a response 
provided to The Press by President and 
CEO Terry Bunnell. “In today's financial 
services environment, regulators re-
quire formal written documentation for 
many bank procedures and practices, 
including standard operating prac-
tices. Like many community banks, in 
some areas policies and procedures 
should be revised or better docu-
mented to meet updated industry 
standards. 

“We are in the processes of revising 
and documenting certain policies and 
procedures, working with our regula-
tors to meet or exceed industry stan-
dards,” the response said. 

According to information provided 
by the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System, enforcement ac-
tions on banks typically escalate to 
public enforcement like this only after 
previous non-public actions such as a 

memorandum of understanding or 
other types of directives have failed.  

In last week’s public announcement, 
the Federal Reserve says it is seeking 
greater board oversight of the man-
agement and operations of the bank, 
to develop a strategic plan establish-
ing short- and long-term goals to im-
prove the condition of the bank, to 
strengthen credit risk management 
practices and to improve lending and 
credit administration policies and pro-
cedures. 

The public action order further 
states that the bank shall not extend, 
renew or restructure credit to or for 
the benefit of any borrower whose 
loans or other extensions of credit are 
criticized in bank examinations from 
April and August of last year or previ-
ous years without the full approval of 
the board.  

As part of the action, the bank will 
also be required to take all necessary 
steps to correct and maintain all viola-
tions in the Report of Examination and 
will within 45 days, and then quarterly 
until further notice, submit to the Re-
serve Bank and KDFI written progress 
reports detailing the form and manner 
of all actions taken to secure compli-
ance with the provisions of the agree-
ment. 

In its most recent report on file with 
the Federal Reserve, The Peoples Bank 
indicates that it has $133,184 million 
in total assets. The bank has one local 
board member. Most are from else-
where in western Kentucky.  

“The Peoples Bank looks forward to 
continuing to serve our community as 
a strong financial partner, as we have 
since 1946,” Bunnell added. 

It’s important for customers to know 
that The Peoples Bank, like all other 
FDIC banks, is an insured financial in-
stitution and deposits are protected up 
to a certain amount, typically 
$250,000 for an individual account.  

Bond reduced in 
fatal hit-and-run 
case in Calvert City 

A former Marion man accused of a 
fatal hit-and-run last summer in 
Calvert City has been released from 
custody after a judge in Marshall 
County approved bond reduction.  

Raymond Jarvis, 46, was released 
from Marshall County Jail on Feb. 3 
after paying a $2,500 to secure a 
$25,000 bond. The court had lowered 
Jarvis’s bond from cash for the full 
among to 10 percent.  

Jarvis had been jailed since Aug. 3 of 
last year when he was arrested and 
charge with a Class D felony for al-
legedly leaving the scene of an acci-
dent and failure to render aid with 
death or serious injury possible.  

Calvert City Police believe Jarvis was 
operating a 2006 Chevrolet Trailblazer 
about dawn on Aug. 1 that struck 
eighteen-year-old Mercedeys Culligan 
of Calvert City, who was walking to 
work for her job at Dairy Queen. The 
teen died at the scene, according to 
the police report. 

A trial date has not been set in the 
case. Jarvis’s next court appearance is 
set for April 9 in Marshall Circuit 
Court. 

Investigators believe Jarvis had 
moved from Marion to Calvert City 
only weeks before the incident. 

Nine buildings 
will require further 
structural inspection 

In light of recent partial collapses of 
a couple of buildings in downtown 
Salem, further inspections are neces-
sary on those and other structures 
along Main Street. 

Salem Mayor Gary Damron said a vi-
sual inspection conducted last week by 
a Kentucky Fire Marshal determined 
that most buildings in the tiny Liv-
ingston County town of about 700 
people.  

The mayor said a licensed structural 
engineer will have to inspect nine 
buildings either affected by the partial 
collapse or determined by the fire 
marshal to be in need of further in-
spection. There are four on the south 
side of Main Street and five on the 
north side that will require further in-
spections. All of those buildings are 
closed to public and private entry 
pending inspection.  

Two retail businesses have moved 
into temporary locations due to the 
matter. Dog groomer Cathy’s K-9 Cuts 
has moved to the Tambco plaza and 
flower and gift shop Bowtanicals has 
been operating out of the pharmacy in 
Salem in order to get through the 
Valentine’s Day rush.  

Most of the other affected buildings 
were either being used for storage or 
being remodeled, the mayor said. 

Property owners will be responsible 
for structural inspections and any re-
pairs necessary to stabilize their 
buildings. 

The U.S. Post Office, Glenn’s Pre-
scription Center and another handful 
of other downtown buildings passed 
the fire marshal’s visual inspection. 
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50 YEARS AGO 
February 14, 1974 
n The Crittenden County Board of Educa-
tion planned to advertise for bids to con-
struct an addition to the Crittenden County 
High School at Marion. The two-floor addi-
tion, containing more than 20 classrooms 
plus vocational shops, was expected to 
cost around $1.1 million. It was expected 
to be ready by August 1975. 
n The Rev. Charles W. Owen was se-
lected to appear in the 1974 edition of 
Who’s Who in Kentucky. The publication 
is a collection of biographical data on the 
state’s leading citizens. 
n Area 4-H champions recognized at the 
1973 achievement banquet were Beth 
Sanders, John Sanders and Carol 
Stevens. 
n FFA Chapter Reporter Kevin Workman 
was present as Crittenden County Judge 
J.E. Keeling signed a proclamation mak-
ing Feb. 16-23 FFA Week in Crittenden 
County. 
 

 25 YEARS AGO 
February 18, 1999 
n The Rockets hoped for a lofty seed in 
the postseason basketball tournament; 
however, the number two spot hung in the 
balance as they took on the Caldwell 
County Tigers, which were 7-0 in league 
play and had the number one tournament 
seed. 
n Several changes were in progress at 

the Emmanuel Baptist Church. The 
church celebrated not one but two new 
additions - the expansion of the church 
building and the arrival of a new pastor. 
The congregation welcomed Bro. Tim 
Baker to their church family as their minis-
ter in January 1974. 
n The Lady Rockets were victorious over 
the Providence Bulldogs; however, the 
Rockets fell just short. Rocket Jake 
Reynolds applied some close sideline de-
fense as the Bulldogs’ Keith Cross looked 
for an outlet during Crittenden’s home 
loss against them. 
  

 10 YEARS AGO 
February 13, 2014  
n Greta Guggenheim joined executives 
and guests of Ladder Capital Finance on 
the balcony overlooking the New York 
Stock Exchange trading floor. Executives 
with the commercial real estate finance 
company were invited to ring the opening 
bell of the stock market. 
n Marion Baptist Church pastor Dr. Mike 
Jones and Mona Barnes participated in a 
note burning ceremony celebrating the 
pay-off of the church’s $1.3 million Family 
Life Center. 
n Their luggage didn’t make it to the con-
tinent, but a copy of The Crittenden Press 
kept in a carry-on bag went along with 
Ken, Rebecca and James Crider during 
their Christmas visit to Antarctica. This 
was the seventh continent the family vis-
ited together.  While in the South Pole the 
family took photos with penguins and vis-
ited the Chilean military base.  

CAPITOL 
Continued from page 1 

tached to an application for a 
$2 million Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) 
was among talking points on 
everyone’s lips when they met 
with leaders from the Depart-
ment for Local Government. 
Turns out, the grant earned its 
wings and has grown to some-
thing closer to $3 million.  

The money will be used to 
build a clear well at Critten-
den-Livingston Water District’s 
(CLWD) plant at Pinckneyville 
for which engineering is al-
ready underway. The project is 
a major fold in Phase 1 of a 
broader plan to expand and 
improve the water district so it 
can eventually increase capac-
ity from 2 to 4 million gallons 
per day and get it delivered to 
an array of residential and 
wholesale customers from 
Grand Rivers and Ledbetter to 
Marion and Mattoon. The pro-
posed 300,000-gallon clear 
well will allow CLWD to hold 
more water in reserved to meet 
peak demand.  

A positive step for the multi-
county water district to better 
serve its base now and well 

into the future, Marion leaders 
are also applauding the news 
because it will benefit the city 
in its efforts to combat a nearly 
two-year-old water crisis.  

Crittenden County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom said 
the grant has been expanded 
to cover increased costs for the 
proposed project, which was 
originally designed in late 
2022. 

“Because of the rise in costs 
for materials, it is being ad-
justed for inflation,” the judge 
said, meaning the two counties 
should be getting about $2.6 
million or more. 

CLWD Superintendent Tyler 
Pierson said that with both 
counties pulling together the 
project is on track with ample 
funding to get the clear well 
built. He also said funding for 
improving a water line between 
Grand Rivers and North Mar-
shall Water District has been 
requested as part of the re-
mainder of the Phase 1 project. 

“I believe that (it) was a suc-
cessful day,” said Livingston 
County Judge-Executive Teris 
Swanson. “The entire team did 
their part in communicating to 
our leaders the need here in 
Livingston and Crittenden 

counties, and I believe they lis-
tened. I'm hopeful that funding 
will be made available soon so 
that we can move as quickly as 
possible.” 

In addition to building a 
clear well and improving the 
Grand River connection, plans 
for Phase 1 of CLWD expan-
sion also call for permitting, 
surveying, easement prepara-
tion and acquisition, geotech-
nical, legal and administrative 
measures to get the three-
phased, long-term expansion 
rolling. More funding will be 
needed and local leaders are 
hoping it comes from various 
sources. Those dollars remain 
a bit more obscure, but local 
leaders have asked for the 
Kentucky General Assembly to 
fund the entire phase. 

Sen. Jason Howell of Mur-
ray, who represents Crittenden 
County, says he and Sen. 
Danny Carroll of Paducah, who 
represents Livingston, are 
working to add $6.7 million in 
the senate’s budget proposal. 
While a budget was approved 
in the House earlier this month 
the Senate gets a chance to 
make its own suggestions be-
fore the spending plan goes to 
conference committee to iron 

out final details. 
Budget negotiations are diffi-

cult in the General Assembly, 
Sen. Howell explains, yet he is 
hopeful that funding for Phase 
1 of CLWD’s project will be 
strongly considered and spoke 
rhetorically about its appeal as 
a regional project that would 
affect Crittenden, Livingston, 
Lyon, Marshall and Webster 
counties to various degrees as 
customers or suppliers.  

“I am optimistic because of 
the need and how well every-
one has worked together. Their 
plan is well conceived, well 
planned and well laid out,” the 
senator said. “This project po-
tentially touches five counties. 
We always like to talk about 
promoting regional cooperation 
when it comes to these infra-
structure projects. Now we’re 
going to see if we are willing to 
pay for it.” 

Rep. Jim Gooch of Provi-
dence, who represents Critten-
den County, echoed much of 
the same sentiment, but was 
perhaps more guarded about 
the ability to find $6.7 million 
in state funds alone to buoy 
the project’s first phase. 

“We are very early in the 
budget process, a long way 

from the end,” he said. 
In order to come up with the 

full $6.7 million or something 
close, Gooch believes there is a 
chance that federal funding 
could be accessed if matched 
with state money.  

While in Frankfort the local 
contingent also pressed for 
continued funding of Cave In 
Rock Ferry and continued 
progress on the US 641 reloca-
tion project. Right-of-way ac-
quisition work will begin next 
year for the next leg of the US 
641 project, which will run 
from the Lyon-Caldwell County 
line to a point east of Eddyville 
near the I-69 access ramp on 
US 62. 

Newcom remains guardedly 
optimistic about negotiations 
on a new contract between 
Kentucky, Illinois and the Cave 
In Rock Ferry. The last few 
biannual contract talks have 
been difficult at times and 
deals have been struck at the 
11th hour. The ferry contract 
expires at the end of June. 
Newcom hopes a deal can be in 
place this spring to avoid any 
type of lapse in service like 
what happened for several 
days in 2018.
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About a year ago in 
this space I shared some 
thoughts on why I need-
ed Black History Month. It 
was a brief journey of my 
personal struggle with rac-
ism. As I stat-
ed then, I don’t 
think I am racist 
by nature. I do, 
however, think 
that I have ab-
sorbed enough 
of my culture to 
be affected by it 
in ways that I 
still cannot see. 
I still need to lis-
ten. 

I still need to 
accept it when 
someone says 
to me that what 
I have said or 
done is racist – 
even if I do not 
understand how 
or why. There 
are at least two parts of 
communication – what is 
intended and what is re-
ceived. If the two do not 
match, then there is an 
opportunity for growth 
and further discussion.

It is dif昀cult to commu-
nicate on deeper levels 
with those whom we do 
not share common expe-
rience and language. The 
way we overcome this 
is to learn the stories of 
those who have had a dif-
ferent experience. This 
experience is not limited 
to those who are alive 
today. I can easily trace 
the in昀uences of the 
lives and attitudes of my 
great-grandparents in my 
life. The experiences of 
those who lived four and 

昀ve generations before us 
get into our lives in ways 
that we are only now be-
ginning to understand. 
They affect us socially, 
economically, psychologi-

cally, religious-
ly, and even al-
ter our DNA. 

I will nev-
er understand 
what it means 
to grow up and 
live as a person 
of color in this 
country. There-
fore, I have 
no ground to 
stand on when 
I dismiss those 
who are crying 
out for justice 
or equality – 
even if I do not 
fully under-
stand. 

The story of 
the good Sa-

maritan in the Bible was 
prompted by the ques-
tion, “Who is my neigh-
bor?” That question was 
preceded by a summary 
of God’s expectation of us, 
“Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, 
and with all your mind, 
and love your neighbor as 
yourself.” The one asking 
the question was expect-
ing the standard response 
that neighbors are those 
who share common heri-
tage. The response let us 
know beyond doubt that 
“neighbor” extends to all 
of humanity.

Finding common 
ground can be dif昀cult 
given the different expe-

riences of people in a na-
tion as diverse as ours. 
One way to do that is to 
learn the stories of those 
who are different. For one 
of European descent, this 
requires some work. The 
Eurocentric story is the 
main narrative we learn. 
This is not illegitimate, but 
it is limited – even if it is 
the “base narrative.”

I have an acquaintance, 
Bobby Valentine, who has 
written extensively on race 
and race relations from a 
Biblical perspective. His 
journey is not dissimilar to 
mine. In a recent article he 
suggests, “A list of 40 ba-
sic starting points in our 
neighbors’ story. If you do 
not know them then that 
is why we need Black His-
tory Month because these 
de昀ne our lives every day. 
These names and events 
are fundamental.”

Three-Fifths Clause.
Plessy v. Ferguson.

Middle Passage.
Lift Every Voice and Sing. 

James Meredith.
Linda Brown.
Ruby Bridges.

Benjamin Banneker.
Langston Hughes.
Duke Ellington.

Mary McLeod Bethune
Slave Codes.

Stono Rebellion 1739.
New York City Conspiracy 

1741.
W. E. B. DuBois.

Gabrial’s Revolt 1800.
“German” Coast Revolt 

1811.
Racial Covenants.

Nat Turner.
Jim Crow.

Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Church.

Sundown Town.
Harlem Hell昀ghters.

Tulsa Race Riot.
Port Chicago Mutiny.

Jack Johnson.
Thurgood Marshall.

Harlem Renaissance.
The Crisis.

Tuskegee Syphilis “Exper-
iment.”

Charles Drew.
Ida-Wells Barnett.

Lynching.
Literacy Tests.

NAACP.
The Grandfather Clause.

Red Summer of 1919.
Dred Scott.

We Shall Overcome.
Redlining.
Red Tails.

Cornerstone Speech.
Thirteenth Amendment.

Frederick Douglass.
Marian Anderson.

Rebecca Lee Crumpler.
We need Black Histo-

ry Month because there 
are many of these people 
and events that I am not 
familiar with. This is just 
a starting point. There is 
so much we have to learn 
and the more we know, 
the more we will appre-
ciate each other. History 
is rich and as we dig into 
it life becomes richer as 
well. Things that may have 
at one time puzzled us or 
made us angry suddenly 
make sense and our re-
sponses become kinder 
and healthier. Do not miss 
the opportunities to grow 
this month

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

History defines our lives

Turn to God when faced with challenges

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.
n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.
n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 5:30 
p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, opposite 
side of the building from the Thrift Store.
n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

Religious Outreach

Question: My husband 
left me with three children 
to raise. Besides this over-
whelming task, my income 
is not nearly enough to 
support us and my parents 
have told me they can’t 
help. What do I do? How 
am I going to make it?

Answer: I don’t know the 
answer to your questions, 
but I do know the loving, 
all-wise and all-powerful 
you can turn to for help. 
God gives those who trust 
and depend on Him the 
privilege of prayer. He will 
give wisdom and strength 
in the midst of our challeng-
es. God communicates to 
us through His Word and 
hears and answers when 
we pray.

Imagine having the Goo-
gle search engine and all 
the knowledge in the inter-

net at your 昀nger tips and 
yet never using it. Likewise, 
we tragically respond in a 
similar way in our everyday 
problems and our much big-
ger real-life struggles by not 
asking for God’s help. The 
Bible tells us to “cast all your 
anxiety on him because he 
cares for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). 
God cares and wants to 
help, so call on Him and He 
will make a way when you 
don’t see a way forward.

The Bible verse speaks 
clearly, “This is the con昀-
dence we have in approach-
ing God:  that if we ask any-

thing according to his will, 
he hears us” (1 Jn. 5:14). 
When we pray from a place 
of trust and submission and 
according to God’s will, He 
hears and answers. As you 
continually pray, God’s Spir-
it will speak to you to give 
you guidance and strength 
to lead your family forward. 
Talk to God in your prayers 
and your dependence on 
Him will help you to do what 
you can’t do on your own. 

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



Cannery preserves food for community
There are probably few 

people who remember 
the local cannery located 
in the small building be-
hind the old Marion High 
School. It was 昀rst estab-
lished in the summer of 
1943.  

From the archives of 
The Crittenden Press 
here, is some interesting 
history.

 –––
April 23, 1943 - Oppor-
tunity For Community 

To Have Cannery.
W. R. Winfrey said yes-

terday that the county 
has an opportunity to 
secure equipment for 
a community cannery 
if suf昀cient interest is 
manifested to warrant 
further procedure and 
details.

Winfrey said 
“If established 
this community 
cannery could 
be used for any 
individuals who 
might wish to 
use it for can-
ning and pro-
cessing foods 
which are dif-
昀cult to pre-
serve at home 
without special 
equipment so 
that they retain 
the same qual-
ity and 昀avor 
that you get in 
commercia l ly 
canned goods.”

If such a cannery is ob-
tained you will be shown 
how to prepare and can 
your foods in the same 
way and with the same 
kind of equipment as 
that of commercial use. 
Or if preferable to have 
the work alone, there 
should be many in this 
county who could pro昀t 
by such employment.

The capacity of the 
equipment proposed 
will be suf昀cient to can 
about 1,000 quarts per 
day, normally, but with 
different shifts for rush 
season it could be great-
ly increased. Schedules 
can be arranged in ad-
vance to accommodate a 
considerable number of 
people each day, as their 
products become ready 
for canning.  The need-
ed 100 quarts per person 
can thus easily be pro-
vided.

Beans, corn, toma-
toes, tomato juice, young 
chicken, beef liver and 
other similar foods can 
thus be preserved in 昀rst 
class quality and quanti-
ty desired in a very short 
time and thus avoid 
many days of drudgery 
required by home meth-
ods and facilities which 
allow only a few quarts at 
a time.

Just consider canning 
80 quarts of beans or 
corn in 33 minutes pro-
cessing time with steam 
pressure in comparison 
with eight or 10 canned 
in three or four hours 
with open kettle methods 
or even with pressure 
cookers of four or 昀ve 
quarts at a time.

Your own glass jars can 
be used but if you wish to 
buy extra cans, same be-
ing available for use with 
the equipment, same can 
be procured. The cost 
of processing, including 
fuel, water, skilled la-
bor for sealing and con-
trolling steam pressure is 
approximately two cents 
per quart.

–––
April 30, 1943 – 

County Expresses
Need of Cannery

Twenty-昀ve school dis-
tricts in the county have 
expressed desire for es-
tablishment of commu-
nity cannery, according 
to W. R. Winfrey. He also 
said that $2 from each 
person desiring the es-
tablishment would be 
more than suf昀cient to 
install the cannery and 
make it available to all 
who desire its use.  

Winfrey said it has 
been estimated that 
Crittenden County 
spends through commer-
cial channels between 
$50,000 and $60,000 
monthly for canned foods 

and approximately 90 
percent goes out of the 
county and possibly out 
of the state to bene昀t per-
sons of other states and 
many of the things that 

we can and do 
produce here 
can be utilized 
to the full-
est extent for 
use of the lo-
cal consuming 
public.

A boiler is 
needed to es-
tablish the lo-
cal center here 
and prepara-
tions are now 
under way to 
secure the nec-
essary equip-
ment.  Other 
equipment can 
be had without 
delay once the 
boiler can be 

had.
It was 昀rst proposed 

to place the cannery in 
a central location but 
Winfrey said he had re-
ceived many requests for 
community service of the 
equipment and he had 
made preparations to 
transport all but the boil-
er facilities to any section 
within short notice. He 
said that practically any 
type heat would be suf-
昀cient to generate steam 
for processing.

Some of the quickest 
people to see the urgency 
of arrangements for more 
food to be prepared, pro-
cessed, and stored locally 
are our merchants, who 
are receiving only one-
third of orders placed.    
The local county agent 
has launched the war 
food program with a slo-
gan “grow your own food” 
as a challenge to every 
family as their contri-
bution in the war effort 
and further to ensure the 
food that will be needed 
here at home.

–––
August 27, 1943 – New 

Cannery Ready
The new cannery is 

ready for operation. Fa-
cilities available to any-
one at the rate of two 
cents per can. Cans and 
other necessary items in-
cluded and ready.  

Other necessary equip-
ment to begin canning 
has arrived and is being 
connected in the large 
building near the rear 
of the new high school. 
(This building is still 
standing today behind 
the old Marion High 
School building.)

A 15 hp steam boiler 
has been provided to fur-
nish the necessary steam 
for processing cans of 
meat, fruits, and vegeta-
bles in accordance with 
the most modern recom-

mendation as to pressure 
and temperature. Steam 
will furnish a quick sup-
ply of hot water when 
and where needed for 
blanching, pre-cooking 
exhausting air from cans 
or any other uses.

The electric sealer can 
place seals on the met-
al cans rapidly and with 

small effort on the part 
of individuals using the 
machine.

Families may furnish 
their own labor for pre-
paring products for can-
ning. The small fee, two 
cents a quart or can 
charged for canning is to 
pay for fuel, water, elec-
tricity and necessary cost 
of maintaining the equip-
ment.  

Someone will be pres-
ent who is acquainted 
with the use of the equip-
ment and proper meth-
ods of preparing foods for 
canning and preserving 
them. All cans are to be 
sealed electrically with 
skilled workmen to han-
dle the operation of the 
sealer.  The cannery has 
the facilities for cutting 
off the rims and re昀ang-
ing the cans for a sec-
ond and third 昀lling for 
all who wish to save on 
costs.  

–––
Sept. 3, 1943 – Can-

nery Busy At All Times
The community can-

nery opened Wednesday 
morning and is now in 
daily use. The meth-
ods used at the cannery 
would alleviate the dif-
昀culty experienced in 
keeping corn and toma-
toes for all persons to 
make use of the estab-
lishment and the meth-
ods adopted. The hours 
of the cannery are set 
for receiving products to 
be canned. Vegetables 
can be gathered in their 
best fresh condition in 
the morning and are to 

be canned as quickly as 
possible before any de-
terioration starts. With 
more visits to the can-
nery the motto of “from 
gathering to the can 
within three hours” a 
great deal more satisfac-
tion can be derived from 
the products and the use 
of the cannery.

The community can-
nery is kept busy day 
and night preserving 
corn and pumpkin.  Peo-
ple from all parts of the 
county and many in Mar-
ion are making use of the 
project and results are 
reported as excellent.

Over 4,000 cans of 
corn and pumpkin had 
been cleaned, prepared, 
processed and canned by 
approximately 100 fam-
ilies. In addition to the 
corn and pumpkin, many 
pounds of turnip greens 
have been canned.

While there is accom-
modation for all, work 
will not stop unless ab-
solutely necessary due to 
shortage of several pop-
ular sizes of cans. The 
cannery is equipped with 
work tables, hot and cold 

water connections, steam 
for processing, and auto-
matic and electrical seal-
ing irons so that all work 
is reduced to a minimum.

–––
In August 1947 the 

cannery was open three 
day a week. During can-
ning season that year, 
over 850 families used 
the facilities of the can-
nery. Eighteen pints of 
jelly were made in 30 
minutes one day and  
more than 2,000 quarts 
of vegetables were also 
canned. In July of 1951 
the cannery was still 
open and running, still 
three days a week.

–––
The Cannery was pro-

vided by the County Ex-
tension Agency, W. R. 
Winfrey, director, and 
County Agent Shelby.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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A glimpse inside a community cannery, which contained 
all the necessary equipment to preserve local food.

A metal canning tool sealed 
various sizes of cans. Ex-
perienced workers would 
take care of the process.

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages



for sale
Heritage breed 
(Tamsworth) purebred 
guilts, ready for service 
(8 months old in March 
2024). Current weight ap-
prox. 275-300 lbs. Gentle 
mothers, strong immune 
systems, dependable liter 
sizes. Call (270) 704-6005. 
(2t–8-p)

Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

wanted
Looking for hay ground/
pasture ground. Will pay by 
the bale and/or by the acre. 
Call or text (270) 704-1787. 
(12-12-p)

employment
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS!!  Ear-
le C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking em-
ployees. We offer a com-
petitive salary, bene昀ts 
package, and advance-
ment opportunities.  MTC 
is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran. To view 
current openings,  view 
quali昀cations, and apply, 
please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (tfc-c)

Class A CDL ROUTE & 
DROP-HOOK DRIVERS 
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! 
Local position.  Mileage/
piece rate pay plus incen-
tives. Bene昀ts include Med-
ical, Dental, Vision, 401k, 
Life Insurance.    Apply 
at Liberty Tire Recycling, 
2071 US 60 West, Marion 
KY or email resume tohma-
loney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. EOE. (2t-8-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean 
ditches. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(20t-9-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auc-
tion etc. in this newspaper 
plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 

County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
si昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

legal notice
LaDelicia Mexican Restau-
rant LLC, dba La Cantina 
with an address of 115 
Morningside Drive, Marion, 
KY 42064 hereby declares 
intention(s) to apply for a 
NQ2 retail drink license(s) 
and special Sunday sales 
license no later than March 
15, 2024. The business 
to be licensed will be lo-
cated at 115 Morningside 
Drive,Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Doing business as La 
Cantina LLC. The owner, 
Graciela Bruce of 346 Rail 
Road Hill Road, Grand Riv-
ers, Ky. 42045. Any person, 
association, corporation, 
or body politic may protest 
the granting of license(s) 
by writing the Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol, 500 Mero Street 2NE3, 
Frankfort, Ky. 40601-8400, 
within 30 days (KRS 
243.430) of the date of this 
legal publication. (4t-011-c)

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT

CASE NO. 23-CI-00023
FEDERAL HOME LOAN 
MORTAGE CORPORA-

TION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR 

FREDDIE MAC SLST
2022-1 PARTICIPATION 

INTEREST TRUST
PLAINTIFF

v.
JAMES KEMPER AKA 

JAMES M. KEMPER, ET 
AL

CAPITOL ONE BANK 
(USA), N.A.

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY, WORK-

FORCE DEVELOPMENT 
CABINET EX

REL DIVISION OF UNEM-
PLOYMENT INSURANCE

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY, COUNTY OF 

CRITTENDEN
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to a Judgment 
and Order of Sale and to 
satisfy the judgment of the 
Plaintiff in the above styled 
action, the Commission-
er will offer for sale on or 
about the hour of 10:00 
a.m., Tuesday, February 
27, 2024, at public auction 
to the highest bidder at the 
Crittenden County Of昀ce 
Complex at 200 Industrial 
Drive, Marion, Kentucky, 
the following described 
property:
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 
420 Sturgis Road, Marion, 
KY 42064
MAP NO.: 070-60-07-
015.00
FOR COMPLETE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION SEE THE 
JUDGMENT AND ORDER 
OF SALE.
THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CON-
VEYED HEREIN WAS 
PROVIDED TO THE 
DRAFTSMAN BY THE 
PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURA-
CY OF THE SAME NOR 
ANY EXISTING EASE-
MENTS
Terms: The following terms 
are in effect unless other-
wise mentioned above:
At the time of sale, the suc-
cessful bidder shall either 
pay full cash or make a de-
posit of ten percent (10%) 
of the purchase price with 
the balance on credit for 
thirty (30) days. If the pur-
chase price is not paid in 
full, the successful bidder 
shall execute a bond at the 
time of sale with suf昀cient 
surety to secure the unpaid 
balance of the purchase 
price. The bond shall bear 
interest at the rate the judg-
ment bears, from the date 
of sale until paid. In the 
event the successful bidder 
is the plaintiff, then in lieu of 
the deposit the plaintiff shall 
be allowed to bid on credit 
up to the judgment amount. 
To the extent applicable, 
the property will be sold 
subject to the statutory right 
of redemption. The pur-
chaser shall be responsible 
for ad valorem taxes for 
the year 2023 and subse-
quent years. The sale may 
be canceled and any an-
nouncements made at the 

sale take precedence over 
printed matter contained 
herein. The Master Com-
missioner does not have 
access to the inside of any 
property and does not war-
rant title. The Master Com-
missioner only conveys 
pursuant to the Judgment 
and Order of Sale. The suc-
cessful bidder has 10 days 
after the sale to examine 
title and 昀le exceptions.
Dated this the 17th day of 
January, 2024.
REBECCA J. JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSION-
ER
217 WEST BELLVILLE 
STREET
P.O. BOX 415
MARION, KENTUCKY 
42064
270-965-2222 (3t-07-c)

bid notices
The Crittenden County 
Board of Education invites 
you to submit sealed bids 
for the 2024-2025 year-
book and school pictures. 
Please submit bids to: Crit-
tenden County Board of 
Education, 601 West Elm 
Street, Marion, KY 42064. 
Bids will be accepted until 
February 22, 2024 at 2:00 
p.m., at which time they 
will be opened. Any inter-
ested party may attend; 
however, no immediate 
decision will be made. For 
bid speci昀cations, please 
contact Bridgette Porter 
at 270-965-3525 or email: 
bridgette.porter@critten-
den.kyschools.us. (2t-07-c)

The Crittenden County 
Board of Education will be 
accepting sealed bid(s) 
for a 2023 Ram Promas-
ter 2500 ADA-Compliant 
conversion (call Wayne 
Winters 270-965-3866 for 
spec list),. All bids must be 
received by Monday Feb-
ruary 19th 2024 at 1:00PM 
at which time they will be 
opened. Bids will be re-
ceived at the Crittenden 
County Board of Education, 
601 West Elm, Marion, KY 
42064 and must be marked 
“SEALED BID”. The Crit-
tenden County Board of 
Education reserves the 
right to decline any or 
all bids. Please contact 
Wayne Winters with any 
questions at 270.965.3866, 
or wayne.winters@critten-
den.kyschools.us  (2t-07-c)

statewides
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138

DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $64.99/
mo For 24 mos, Free In-
stallation!  165+ Channels 
Available.  Call Now For 
The Most Sports & Enter-
tainment On TV!  855-695-
7008

Switch to DISH and get up 
to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack includ-
ed for a limited time!  Hurry, 
call for details: 1-855-633-
4574

DIRECTV Sports Pack – 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro 
and college sports LIVE. 
Plus over 40 regional and 
specialty networks includ-
ed. NFL, College Football, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf 
and more. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR                     

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with 昀exible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, 
call 1-833-353-2982

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Make a tax-savvy move 
this holiday season and 
year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV, and more 
to champion our veterans. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost ve-
hicle pickup and secure a 
generous year-end tax de-
duction. Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-833-984-
2146 today!

CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled – it doesn’t matter! 
Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-855-968-
1588

FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602

HEALTH

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material -steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer -up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 

workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy ef昀cient new 
windows! They will in-
crease your home’s value 
& decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few! 
Call now to get your free, 
no-obligation quote. 833-
442-1714

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 855-980-4857

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator 
Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase* Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power 
move.

INTERNET OFFERS

Shop w/ A Viasat Expert 
For High Speed Satellite 
Internet. New Customer 
Deals In Your Area. Nation-
wide Service. New Service 
For 2023. 833-383-1496

4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take your service with 
you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 1-877-
706-4439

INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-

pendence and mobility with
the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-982-0374

MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR
MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Ome-
ga, Patek Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT, Submari-
ner and Speedmaster. Cal
866-256-1169

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR
OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980
Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
812-4393

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky

SOCIAL SECURITY

Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If you’re
50+, 昀led for SSD and de-
nied, Our attorneys can
help get you approved! No
money out of pockets! Cal
1-866-590-6443

VACATIONS

Alaska, Europe, Hawai
plus dozens of other pop-
ular trips! Starting at $1649
per person (double oc-
cupancy req’d.) YMT Va-
cations plans everything,
leaving you to relax and
enjoy. Call 1-877-425-
2581 for more details. Use
promo code YMT2024 for
$250 off. Limited time only.
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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HODGE’S 
Continued from page 1 

there, and today is 
stocked with hundreds of 
pieces of popular ladies 
clothing, shoes, jewelry 
and handbags. 

An adventuresome na-
ture has mellowed a bit 
over the years, but Hodge 
still shows a willingness 
to step out and incorpo-
rate new lines of mer-
chandise. Some of those 
ventures paid off. Getting 
into apparel and archery, 
he says, were among the 
best business decisions 
he made. 

Besides having prod-
ucts people want, Hodge 
says loyal customers and 
employees – along with a 
little ingenuity – are in-
gredients for retail suc-
cess in a small town. 

“The Lord has blessed 
us with great help,” said 

Barbara, who remains 
active in the business as 
a buyer for the women’s 
boutique. His daughter 
echos that sentiment, 
praising the dedication of 
hundreds of great em-
ployees over the years, 
particularly Karen Gat-
ten, who has worked at 
Hodge’s for more than 
three decades.  

“We have sold every-
thing!” Wright said. “We 
have evolved as we 
needed to, when we see 
the need for certain 
things, like footwear, we 
did it, and that created 
satisfaction. That’s how 
the business grew.” 

Still today, Hodge’s in-
ventory is wide ranging. 
It includes everything 
from gear for fishing, 
hunting and archery to 
men’s clothing, ladies’ 
boutique clothing and a 
T-shirt sublimation and 

monogramming depart-
ment. At times, the store 
has sold prom dresses 
and minnows. 

Radiation and 
chemotherapy to treat 
tonsil cancer in 2006 
forced Hodge to pump 
the brakes a bit on his 
workload, but he re-
mains fairly active at the 
store. His daughter has 
helped manage it since 
1993. 

It is not uncommon to 
see Leroy, Barbara and 
Britt working together in 
the store, particularly for 
seasonal sales events. 

Eventually, Hodge says 
the business will be for 
sale when all three look 
toward full retirement. 

“It’s tough to think 
about,” Barbara said. 
“Everything Leroy has 
ever done, he did best he 
could do.” 

 

MARION POLICE activity report 
 Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
January 2024 to the same month in 2023. The chart also includes the previous month’s totals, 
year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                       JANUARY     DECEMBER     JANUARY              2023       2023 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2024         2023            2023           YR TOTALS       AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service                                                                     

1,579 
7 
9 
0 
0 
7 
0 
5 

12 
13 
4 
0 
2 

78 
200

2,661 
12 
7 
6 
5 

12 
0 
3 

13 
24 
3 
0 
7 

47 
178

1,750 
10 
7 
1 
2 
5 
0 
0 
6 

13 
5 
1 
9 

58 
179

2,063.8 
11.1 
6.8 
4.6 
7.8 
8.3 
0.8 
3.8 

15.8 
25.6 
4.0 
0.1 
5.3 

61.8 
205.3

24,766 
133 
82 
55 
93 
99 
9 

46 
189 
307 
48 
1 

63 
741 

2,463

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY

                Gibson                                       Orr                                         Simpkins

Three to compete in Olympic championships
Three local Special Olympic athletes 

are competing in the Kentucky State 
Special Olympics championships next 
month in Louisville. 

The local individuals are competing 
on squads from Caldwell County. 

On the gold team are Carmen Orr 
and Corbin Gibson. Orr and Gibson 

each compete in basketball, bowling 
and track. Basketball is Gibson’s fa-
vorite sport and bowling is Orr’s fa-
vorite. 

Also competing is Leslie Simpkins, 
who is a cheerleader and an athlete. 
She cheers for basketball and competes 
in bowling and track.

At the start of the sixth 
week of the legislative 
session last week, the 
Senate received budget 
recommendations from 
the state House of Repre-
sentatives. House Bill 
(HB) 1 and HB 6, along 
with related appropria-
tion and revenue bills, 
will shape the state’s next 
two-year operating budg-
ets for the executive, leg-
islative, and judicial 
branches. In its unique 
constitutional role in the 
budget process, the Sen-
ate will review these pro-
posals, crafting 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
grounded in disciplined 
use of taxpayer dollars. 

Budget bills, particu-
larly the one-time fund-
ing proposals from the 
House, are promising. I 
believe the Senate aligns 
with the proposal’s gen-
eral philosophy, espe-
cially the wise use of the 
budget reserve trust 
fund. A decade ago, Ken-
tucky lacked rainy-day 
funds, but through con-
servative spending and 
business-friendly eco-
nomic policies, the cur-
rent reserve has soared 
to a record $3.7 billion. 

Moreover, following the 
historic shift in control of 
the House from Demo-
cratic to Republican in 
2017, both chambers 
now share a unified vi-
sion for budgeting, eco-
nomic policies, and 
comprehensive tax re-
form, resulting in replen-
ishing the trust fund 
alongside a reduction in 
state income tax, as evi-
denced by the recent 
half-percent decrease ef-
fective Jan. 1. 

Conservative fiscal 
strategies have posi-
tioned Kentucky to prior-
itize investments in 
critical areas such as 
modern and traditional 
infrastructure, along 
with stabilizing teacher 
and state employee re-
tirement systems. It is 
imperative that these 
one-time funds only be 
allocated to correspon-
ding expenses, rather 
than being diverted to-
wards establishing new 
programs that could po-
tentially burden taxpay-
ers in the long term. 

While Kentucky cur-
rently operates state pro-
grams designed to assist 
residents in need, the 
Senate exercises caution 
in establishing new ini-
tiatives, mindful of the 
challenges confronting 
existing programs like 
Medicaid. Rejecting the 
tax-and-spend policies of 
the past century, the 
Senate directs its focus 
toward fostering future 
growth, enhancing eco-
nomic competitiveness, 
and fortifying resilience 
against the uncertainties 
of the global economy. 

I am proud to an-
nounce that I have two 
important legislative pro-
posals that have been 
making progress in the 
Senate. Last week, the 
Senate State and Local 
Government Committee 

passed my Senate Bill 
143 on to the full Senate 
for consideration with a 
f a vo rab l e 
recommen-
dation. SB 
143 is a 
c o m m o n -
sense pro-
posal to 
amend the 
Ken tucky 
Const i tu-
tion to pro-
hibit people 
who are 
n o n - U . S . 
citizens from voting in 
Kentucky. 

I also filed Senate Bill 
189 this week to change 
existing state law to allow 
the placement of a school 
of veterinary medicine at 
Murray State University.  
There is a shortage of vet-
erinarians in the country, 
and Kentucky in particu-
lar struggles with a lack 
of large animal veterinar-
ians to serve our large 
animal producers.  I am 
proud of all the hard 
work Murray State has 
done to date to take the 
lead in addressing this 
serious issue facing our 
Commonwealth, and look 
forward to continuing to 
support their efforts 
through this legislation. 

As the 2024 Legislative 
Session approaches its 
midpoint, the Senate has 
approved several bills 
that are now advancing 
to the House for consid-
eration. Here's an 
overview of the legislation 
approved by the Senate. 
Education 

Senate Bill (SB) 18 
would enable school dis-
tricts to purchase bus 
equipment meeting fed-
eral safety standards 
from various manufac-
turers, promoting cost 
savings and supplier di-
versity. The bill man-
dates the Kentucky 
Department of Education 
(KDE) to provide stan-
dards to the Finance and 
Administration Cabinet 
for monitoring price con-
tracts. 
Charitable Contributions 

SB 70 seeks to safe-
guard donor intent in 
charitable contributions 
by requiring organiza-
tions to honor donor-im-
posed restrictions unless 
compelled otherwise. 
Donors or their represen-
tatives, upon notifying 
the organization of a vio-
lation, can initiate legal 
action seeking relief 
within four years. Courts 
may order remedies 
aligning with the charita-
ble purposes expressed 
in the agreement. 
Workforce Development 

SB 127 aims to 
strengthen Kentucky's 
aviation and aerospace 
workforce pipeline by es-
tablishing scholarship 
funds and fostering col-
laboration between pub-
lic programs and 
industry partners. The 
bill creates the Kentucky 
Aerospace, Aviation, and 
Defense Investment Fund 
to address workforce de-
mands and support col-
laborations, addressing a 

projected global need for 
nearly 800,000 new pi-
lots over the next two 
decades, as well as the 
mechanics and related 
technicians providing 
vital support for our avi-
ation industry. 
Health Care 

SB 145 seeks to allow 
Kentucky health facilities 
and Medicaid-enrolled 
health care providers to 
submit their current and 
prospective employees to 
child abuse and neglect 
or adult abuse back-
ground checks. The 
checks would utilize the 
Kentucky Cabinet for 
Health and Human Serv-
ices’ existing child abuse 
and neglect and adult 
caregiver misconduct 
registries. 
Child Welfare 

SB 151 aims to incor-
porate new foster care 
supports and services for 
relatives and fictive care-
givers to access funding 
support in their care for a 
child. The bill would 
allow children to suggest 
potential relatives or fic-
tive kin caregivers to a 
district court if they are 
removed from their 
homes. Additionally, it 
would set criteria for 
when a relative or fictive 
kin caregiver can apply to 
be certified as a child-
specific foster home 
through the Cabinet for 
Health and Family Serv-
ices.  This bill addresses 
a significant need to help 
preserve a family support 
structure around chil-
dren in unstable home 
life situations resulting 
from problems their par-
ents may be experiencing 
as they deal with drug or 
alcohol abuse, mental 
health, or other issues 
that limit their ability to 
parent their children. 

Check out the KYSen-
ateRepublicans.com web-
site to find press releases 
from the Senate Majority 
Caucus. Information on 
all our members, myself 
included, can be found 
there along with other 
useful information.  

You can find the status 
of legislation by calling 
866-840-2835 or receive 
legislative meeting infor-
mation at 800-633-9650. 
You can watch and follow 
legislative activity at 
KET/org/legislature and 
Legislature.ky.gov. 

 You can email me at 
jason.howell@lrc.ky.gov 
or reach my office toll-
free at 1-800-372-7181. 

   
Senator Jason Howell, R-

Murray, represents the 1st 
Senate District including Cal-
loway, Crittenden, Fulton, 
Graves, Hickman, Lyon and 
Trigg Counties. He serves as 
Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee chair and a member of 
the Banking and Insurance; 
Economic Development, 
Tourism and Labor, and Li-
censing and Occupations 
committees. Howell will also 
serve as a Capital Projects 
and Bond Oversight Commit-
tee and Legislative Oversight 
and Investigations commit-
tee member. 

 

STAFF REPORT 
Marion City Council has 

postponed a vote to spend an 
additional $6,000 to $7,000 
annually as its share to fund a 
multi-agency project to replace 
a malfunctioning light system 
and install lights for the first 
time at the youth soccer field 
at Marion-Crittenden County 
Park. 

Youth soccer organizer 
Shana Geary and park board 
chairman Chris Evans pre-
sented the plan to council 
members during Monday 
night’s meeting. Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court, Marion 
Tourism and Recreation Com-
mission, Crittenden County 
Board of Education and other 
youth programs in the commu-
nity have each pledged finan-
cial support for a 10-year plan 
to add and replace lighting at 
the park. 

A couple of council members 
questioned whether the city 
could afford to spend that 
much money, largely in light of 
other issues facing Marion. In 

its budget, the city has been 
paying $7,000 annually for the 
past eight years in a joint effort 
with those other groups to pay 
debt associated with a similar 
long-term project to light other 
fields. It appeared that the 
council was split on the notion 
with some speaking in favor of 
the additional funding. 

Without the city’s financial 
input, Evans said the project 
simply will not work. Without a 
new plan forward, lights on the 
upper youth baseball and soft-
ball field where little league 
football also practices will have 
to be removed because of lia-
bility concerns based on their 
deteriorated condition. 

Geary said the soccer pro-
gram began in 1999 and it has 
never had lighting on its field 
while other communities 
nearby have lights. She said 
it’s discouraging for soccer 
youth in this county and very 
inconvenient for games and 

practices. 
“As parents and as local gov-

ernment we are responsible for 
recreation for these children,” 
Geary said. 

Mayor D’Anna Browning in-
dicated that she supported 
funding the project in the 
amount of around $14,000 
and suggested that City Ad-
ministrator Diane Ford-Ben-
ningfield spend a few days 
exploring the budget to see if 
ample money can be found. 

“Last year, we surplussed 
and sold city property that 
would easily make the annual 
payment,” Browning said after 
this week’s meeting. “We need 
to continue to offload property 
and get it off of our books and 
give it back to the community.” 

Browning also said that de-
spite the ongoing water crisis, 
the city can ill afford to ignore 
other projects and programs in 
Marion. 

“We cannot solely focus 
upon the water crisis and let 
the community needs fall to 
the wayside. Our kids deserve 

this, our community deserves 
this,” the mayor said. 

A special meeting was sched-
uled for 5 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 
22 to determine whether the 
council will support the plan fi-
nancially.  

In other business, water cri-
sis consultant Tim Thomas 
gave an update on levee repair 
at Lake George. He said heavy 
trucks hauling aggregate to the 
site have encountered great 
challenges with rapid deterio-
ration of the county road lead-
ing from Chapel Hill Road to 
the lake.  

Action is being taken to in-
stall a new base starting with a 
mesh material that will hope-
fully fortify the road and allow 
work to continue. There is also 
some deterioration of Chapel 
Hill being noticed near the 
Crooked Creek Bridge. 

•Local business owner Elliot 
West asked the city if it has an 
ordinance requiring downtown 
property owners to maintain li-
ability insurance in cases 
where failed structures create 

jeopardy for attached buildings 
like the ones on Main Street or 
others nearby.  

West, who operates Bowtan-
icals in Marion and Salem, 
pointed to recent issues with 
older buildings in Salem, some 
of which began to collapse a 
few days ago. See page 4 for 
details about the matter in 
Salem. 

Marion leaders say they plan 
to review ordinances to deter-
mine whether property orders 
are or can be held liable in 
such instances. 

•City Policeman and Code 
Enforcement Officer George 
Foster reported that there have 
been more than 50 addresses 
over the past month in Marion 
where owners have been under 
scrutiny for code violations.  

About 21 of the cases have 
been remedied, he said, with 
more than 21 still active. The 
mayor said pallet fences re-
main a concern at various lo-
cations in town.  

 

City Council
City postpones decision on park light replacement

Week 6 Legislative Review 

Senator sponsoring two 
bills, one for vet school

Leroy Hodge alongside daughter Britt Wright and wife Barbara



BASKETBALL 
Fifth District Standings 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    5-1       17-8 
Crittenden County           4-2      16-11 
Livingston Central           3-3       10-9 
Trigg County                    0-6       3-22 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    6-0       23-3 
Trigg County                    4-2      10-14 
Livingston Central           2-4       9-16 
Crittenden County           0-6       3-19 
 

Round the 5th District 

RECENT RESULTS 
Girls 

Carlisle 50, Livingston 39 
Lyon 83, Kenwood (Clarksville) 51 
Lyon 61, Caldwell 50 
Christian Co. 72, Trigg 23 
Caldwell 62, Trigg 32 

BOYS 
Lyon 90, Bowling Green 89, 2OT 
Carlisle Co. 78, Livingston 58 
Hopkins Co. Central 85, Livingston 66 
Dawson Springs 83, Trigg 60 

UPCOMING GAMES 
Girls 

Feb 15 Lyon at Hopkins Central 
Feb 15 Tilghman at Livingston  
Feb 16 Trigg at Ballard Memorial 
Feb 16 Hopkins Central at Livingston 
Feb 16 Crittenden at Hopkinsville 
Feb 17 Tilghman at Trigg 
Feb 19 Ballard at Livingston 
Feb 20 Trigg at Fort Campbell 
Feb 20 Mayfield at Livingston 
Feb 20 Madisonville at Crittenden 

Boys 
Feb 15 Webster at Crittenden 
Feb 15 Lyon at Ohio County 
Feb 15 Meridian (Mounds), IL at Trigg  
Feb 16 Hopkins Central at Livingston 
Feb 16 Apollo at Crittenden 
Feb 16 Trigg at Ballard 
Feb 17 Adair County at Lyon  
Feb 20 Crittenden at Hopkins Central 
Feb 20 Dawson Springs at Lyon 
Feb 20 Mayfield at Livingston 
Feb 20 Henderson at Trigg 

SOCCER 
Youth registration time 

    Spring registration is underway by 
the Crittenden County Youth Soccer 
Association. A registration event will 
be held from 9-11 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 
24 at H&H Home and Hardware and 
from 5-7 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 29 at 
Crittenden Elementary. Registration 
forms are available at The Crittenden 
Press. Deadline to register is March 1, 
and payment must accompany forms.  
Cost is $45 for 4u and 6u and $55 for 
8u, 10u and 12u players. All players 
must have shin guards, cleats and a 
ball. Practices for 4u and 6u begin the 
week of March 18, with the season 
concluding the week of May 6. Players 
in 10u and 12u will begin practice the 
week of March 11, and the season-
ending tournament will be May 11.  
Call Bridgett Tharp for more informa-
tion 270-625-4634. 
 
BASEBALL | SOFTBALL 

Youth league sign ups 
    Registration is now open for Crit-
tenden County Dugout Club’s 
youth baseball and softball recre-
ational leagues. Deadline is March 
9. Costs vary depending on the 
age of the child, and there are fam-
ily discounts.  Skills assessment is 
10 a.m., to noon, Saturday, March 
9 for some players. For more infor-
mation call Tanner Tabor at 859-
333-9751. Games will be played 
April 28 through June 15. Practices 
begins in late March. See Dugout 
Club Facebook Page or The Press 
Online for registration form with 
additional details. Forms are also 
available at The Press and YTG In-
surance. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Racoon hunting               Oct 1 - Feb 29 
Squirrel                         Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Quail                             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Rabbit                           Nov 13 - Feb 10 
Racoon trapping           Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Gray or red fox             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Beaver                          Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Bobcat                          Nov 18 - Feb 29 
Canada goose              Nov 23 - Feb 15 
Youth Turkey                             April 6-7 
Turkey                           April 13 - May 5 
Bullfrog                        May 17 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                       May 18 - June 21 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
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STAFF REPORT 
The Rockets have gotten 

most of their injured players 
back, but still can't consis-
tently find the win column. 

Crittenden fell behind early 
and lost 72-38 to Caldwell 
County Monday night at 
Rocket Arena. 

CCHS is 3-19 on the sea-
son, the worst record in the 
Second Region. Much of the 
team's woes are the result of 
injuries, including a season-
ending knee injury to leading 
scorer Travis Champion that 
happened in the season's sec-
ond game. 

Against Caldwell, Critten-
den got 20 points from soph-
omore Bryson Walker. He 
averages 18 per game. 
Boys fall big at Todd 

Todd Central kept visiting 
Crittenden County’s typical 

top scorers in check Saturday 
and rocked the Rockets 82-
21 with a barrage of 13 3-
pointers and rugged defense.  

Todd scored more points in 
the first period to lead 23-4 
than CCHS registered the en-
tire game. No Rocket scored 
in double figures as Critten-
den fell to 3-18. Todd im-
proved to 10-13. It was the 
first time the teams have met 
since 2018 and Crittenden is 
0-4 against the Rebels over 
the last 13 seasons.  
Rockets lose to Tilghman 

Paducah Tilghman's quick-
ness on offense and defense 
frustrated the Rockets Friday 
night in an 82-44 loss. 

It was the annual home-
coming and hall of fame game 
with ceremonies crowning the 
king and queen before the 
varsity contest and enshrine-

ment of hall members at half-
time. 

On the court, it was also 
the first time former Rocket 
Avery Thompson returned to 
play in his hometown. He 
scored 5 points for Tilghman. 
The Paducah boys improved 
to 10-12. 

Walker scored 20 for CCHS. 
 

Caldwell County      10    42    59  72 
Crittenden County    7     15    26  38 
CALDWELL – Parker 0, Rowland 3, 
Maddox, Ca.Whittington 13, Co.Whit-
tington 2, Thompson 6, Phelps, Ham-
mett 2, Wilson 6, Roach 3, Wall, 
Lander 6, J.Wilson 19, Fox 3. FG 27. 
3-pointers 7 (Wilson, Roach, K.Wilson, 
Rowland, Parker). FT 11-17. 
CRITTENDEN – Belcher 7, Walker 20, 
Hatfield 6, Sharp 2, Keller 2, Reddick 
1, Travis, Poindexter. FG 11. 3-pointers 
4 (Walker 3, Hatfield). FT 12-23.  
 
Crittenden County    4     10    16  21 

Todd Co. Central     23    44    71  82 
CRITTENDEN – Porter, Belcher 3, 
Walker 9, Hatfield 2, Sharp, LaRue, 
Perryman, Reddick, Travis 2, Poindex-
ter 1, Young, Keller 1, Stokes 2. FG 7. 
3-pointers 1 (Walker). FT 6-12 
TODD – Schutt 20, Glass 21, Moore 8, 
Strader 8, Cardwell 7, McGehee 3, 
Harris 3, Redding 2, Rager 2, Holder 2, 
Robinson 6. FG 35. 3-pointers 13 
(Schutt 5, Glass, Moore 2, Strader 2, 
Cardwell, McGehee, Harris). FT 7-14. 
 
Paducah Tilghman 21 44 67 82 
Crittenden County 16 27 32 44 
CRITTENDEN - Belcher 2, Walker 20, 
Sharp 6, Keller 1, Reddick 8, Poindex-
ter 6, Travis 1, Porter, Hatfield. FG 15. 
3-pointers 6 (Walker 4, Sharp, 
Poindexter). FT 8-14.  
TILGHMAN - Campbell 15, Thompson 
5, Skinner, McClure 19, Harris 9, 
Arthur, Forthman 5, Purdiman 2, 
Wilkins 27. FG 32 3-pointers 9 
(Thompson, McClure 2, Harris, Wilkins 
5). FT 9-14.  

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County sophomore Anna 

Boone has made more foul shots than 
anyone in Kentucky girls’ basketball this 
season and the Lady Rockets needed her 
at the line Tuesday in a 53-52 win over 
Hopkins Central. 

Boone was 10-for-10 at the stripe, 
boosting her state-best made FTs to 189. 

Crittenden led by 14 early, but Hop-
kins Central closed the gap by halftime 
with CCHS in a bit of foul trouble. 

Crittenden has now won 4 of its last 5 
games and two in a row, improving to 
16-11 on the season with three games to 
go, including a road trip to Hopkinsville 
on Friday. 

The Lady Storm is now 15-11 after los-

ing the rematch of last year’s regional 
quarterfinal against Crittenden. 
CCHS wipes out Union 

Fueled by 24 points at the foul line 
and some key three pointers, Crittenden 
County wiped out Union County 63-43 
Saturday in a rematch of a game CCHS 
lost by eight early in the season at Mor-
ganfield. 

Three Lady Rockets scored in double 
figures with Anna Boone leading the 
charge with 18 points. Elliot Evans 
added 16 and Jordyn Hodge a dozen 
against a veteran Bravettes squad that 
fell to 12-11. 

Crittenden has won three of its last 
four and is now 15-11 on the season 
with four regular-season contests to go. 

Hopkins Central       6     27    38  52 
Crittenden Co.        19    28    46  53 
HOPKINS CENTRAL – Cotton, T.White 22, Harrson 
9, Marsh 3, Mason 16, Howard 2. FG 21. 3-pointers 
3 (Harrison 3). FT 7-10. 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 21, Evans 13, Hodge 13, 
Federico 4, Rushing 2, Holeman ,Stewart. FG 18. 3-
pointers 4 (Boone, Evans 2, Hodge). FT 15-18. 

 
Union County                  4     11  30 43 
Crittenden Co.        21    36    53  63  
UNION – Davis 4, Goodloe 5, Wright 2, Steward 17, 
Curry 10, Eckman 2, J.Curry 2, Gough 1. FG 16. 3-
pointers 6 (Goodloe, Steward 3, D.Curry 2). FT 5-12. 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 18, Evans 16, Hodge 12, 
Federico 6, Rushing 4, Holeman 4, Stewart 3, Walker, 
Munday, Champion. FG 17. 3-pointers 5 (Evans 2, 
Hodge 2, Boone). FT 24-28. 
 

Local archers 
shoot big at 
home regional 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Inside Out Archery of Marion 
hosted a regional shoot Saturday, 
Feb. 10 and put 12 individuals on 
the podium. More than 100 com-
petitive archers participated in 
the event held at the former ar-
mory. 

Archers representing the Mar-
ion club captured seven first-
place individual titles.  

The Eagle, Young Adult and 
Youth teams each placed second.  

Individual results are as fol-
lows: First place went to Ivy 
DeMoss, Ellie Binkley, David 
Piltz, Luke Binkley, Emory Orr, 
Josh James and Maddie Ziegler; 
finishing in second place were 
Colt Hayes and Will Piltz; and 
third place went to Darren Cur-

nel, Hunter Jackson and Alan 
Piltz. 

Josh James was state cham-
pion Jan. 13 in a shoot-out series 
at Lindsey Wilson College. He 
placed first at several prior re-
gional-level shoots. His state win 
gives him a spot at the Gauntlet 
Shoot in Murfreesboro. Tenn., on 

A Turkey Hunters 
Rendezvous and Fish 
Fry will be held 
March 2 at the Kiwa-
nis Building in Stur-
gis.  

Doors open at 5 
p.m., and meal starts 
at 6 p.m. Guest 
speaker will be Mark 
Moore of FOCUS Out-
door Ministry out of 
Ohio. His program 
begins at 7 p.m. 

This is also a spring 

fundraiser for out-
door ministry Gods 
Backwoods Disciples. 
Youth hunters and 
their accomplish-
ments from 2023 will 
be recognized. 

There will be door 
prizes, silent auction 
items and a raffle for 
a Turkey Hunters 
Package. The pack-
age consist of a 
Stevens 301 20 
gauge, one box of 20 

gauge TSS Shot and 
a Thomas Custom 
Calls Friction Call. 
Tickets are available 
now for $5 each or 3 
for $10.  

The event is free 
but donation buckets 
will be available for 
those who feel led to 
contribute. For more 
information contact 
Bro. Troy Black at 
270-213-0161.

Rockets lose 3 straight games

Turkey rendezvous, fish fry at Sturgis

Josh James, a local archer, quali-
fies for Gauntlet Shoot.

Pictured above is Jaxon Hatfield shooting. At right is 
Rocket Kaiden Travis working against defender Avery 
Thompson of Paducah Tilghman.

The Lady 
Rockets are on 
a roll heading 
down the final 
stretch. At far 
left, Coach 
Shannon 
Hodge greets 
her team with a 
smile during a 
timeout and in 
the other photo 
Jordyn Hodge 
guards a Union 
County ball 
handler.

Lady Rockets warming up down stretch



STAFF REPORT 
An inmate charged in 

June with stabbing an-
other inside the Critten-
den County Detention 
Center with a homemade 
shank pleaded guilty last 
week and received a 10-
year prison sentence. 

Kevin Ray Rushing, 38, 
of Benton pleaded to a 
Class B felony charge of 
first-degree assault and a 
Class D felony of first-de-
gree promoting contra-
band.  

Rushing is also facing 
in Marshall County two 
felony charges of unlaw-
ful transaction with a 
minor involving con-
trolled substances which 
is set for trial in April. 

Rushing has a lengthy 
criminal history in Crit-
tenden and other nearby 
counties, and a poor dis-
ciplinary record from 
other stays in the county 
jail.  

In May, Rushing as-
saulted fellow inmate 
Paul Isaac with a “bladed 
or edged weapon.” The 
second charge was for 
possessing the home-
made weapon inside the 
detention facility.  

Rushing was an inmate 
being held for Lyon 
County when the assault 
took place. Crittenden 
County Detention Center 
has a contract to keep 
Lyon County detainees 
because there is not a jail 

in Eddyville. 
•John Martin, 37, of 

Marion pleaded guilty to 
an amended felony 
charge first-degree crimi-
nal mischief in a case 
where he broke into a 
home on KY 91 North in 
October. Martin origi-
nally faced a charge of 
burglary, a Class C 
felony. He also pleaded 
guilty to misdemeanor 
leaving the scene of an 
accident. Two other traf-
fic charges were dis-
missed.  

Martin was sentenced 
to three years for the 
felony and lesser time on 
the misdemeanor to run 
consecutively, but con-
currently with another 
case in Ballard County in 
which his probation was 
revoked due to this inci-
dent. His sentence in the 
Ballard case is five years 
for a total of eight to 
serve. 

The commonwealth 
does not oppose shock 
probation at some point, 
if Martin qualifies for 
drug court. 

•Mitchell Peek, 36, of 
Marion pleaded guilty in 
two cases. In the first 
case he was charged with 
felony first-degree wan-
ton endangerment; mis-
demeanor charges of 

second-offense, failure of 
non-owner operator to 
maintain required insur-
ance, having no opera-
tors license, operating on 
a revoked or suspended 
operators license, sec-
ond-degree fleeing or 
evading police on foot, 
second-degree fleeing or 
evading police on a motor 
vehicle; and traffic viola-
tions for reckless driving, 
having no or expired reg-
istration plates and dis-
regarding a stop sign. In 
the second case he 
pleaded to a Class D 
felony charge of being a 
convicted felon in posses-
sion of a firearm and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia.  

The judge sentenced 
Peek to one year in each 
case for a total of two 
years. The time will run 
consecutive to another 
four-year term Peek is 
also now serving. 

•Indicted last week on 
a felony drug charge, Al-
isha Jenkins, 30, of Eliz-
abethtown, Ky., pleaded 
guilty to felony first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 

misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 
She was given a pre-trial 
division and ordered to 
enroll in a substance 
abuse program.  

•Sara Bivins, 41, of 
Marion pleaded guilty to 
felony first-degree pos-
sessions of a controlled 
substance (methamphet-
amine), misdemeanor 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, DUI and other 
traffic violations. She was 
sentenced to three years 
on the felony and lesser 
time on the other charges 
with all time to run con-
currently and credit for 
time served. She was 
awarded pretrial division 
on the felony charge for a 
period of five years.  

•Kenneth Pryor, 58, of 
Marion pleaded guilty to 
receiving stolen property 
under $10,000, but more 
than $1,000, a Class A 
misdemeanor. He re-
ceived a 365-day pro-
bated sentence for being 
found in possession of a 
vehicle and lawn mower 
that was “knowingly 
stolen or (there) was rea-
son to believe was 
stolen.” The property has 

been returned to its 
rightful owner. 

•Robert L. Morrison, 
42, of Marion pleaded 
guilty to a felony charge 
of defrauding a secured 
creditor on a 2010 Chevy 
Silverado. Morrison was 
sentenced to five years, 
but given unsupervised 
pretrial diversion for five 
years. 

•Probation was revoked 
for Jason M. Mullinix, 
33, of Princeton for vio-
lating terms of his early 
release on a conviction 
for felony flagrant non-
support.  

•In a Rocket Docket 
case, Christina Robison, 
30, of Salem pleaded 
guilty to felony first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanors for pos-
session of marijuana and 
drug paraphernalia. She 
was given pretrial diver-
sion for five years and or-
dered to complete a 
treatment program. 

•Chris Allen Fitzgerald, 
54, of Fredonia was 
sanctioned with jail time 
until the end of the 
month for a positive drug 

screen. He was convicted 
in June on a felony drug 
charge. 

•Circuit Judge Daniel 
Heady denied motions for 
bond reduction in two 
cases.  

Public defender Jason 
McGee, representing ac-
cused drug trafficker 
Timothy Adams, 38, of 
Marion asked for a bond 
reduction from $25,000 
cash to 10 percent of the 
bond or $2,500. Assis-
tant Commonwealth At-
torney Wes Hunt 
opposed the request, 
telling the judge that 
Adams has a lengthy 
criminal history and is 
accused of possession of 
28 grams of meth and 
weapons. Hunt said the 
defendant would be eligi-
ble for prosecution under 
persistent felony offender 
statutes.  

Judge Heady denied 
the motion for a lower 
bond in that case, and 
also denied bond reduc-
tion in another case 
where Jacob Mooney, 21, 
of Marion is held on a 
$10,000 bond accused of 
third-degree rape and 
third-degree sodomy.
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Circuit Court

Crittenden County High School’s 2024 basketball homecoming court was recognized at Friday night’s game against Paducah Tilghman. Pictured are (from left) freshmen 
Noah Byford and Morgan Stewart; juniors CamRon Belcher and Kayleigh Weathers; seniors Travis Champion and Keira Chaney; King Tucker Sharp and Queen Brynn 
Porter; seniors Gabe Keller and Kaitlyn Stokes; sophomores Rianna Maness and Bradyn Poindexter; 2023 homecoming queen and king Kady Parish and Seth Guess; and 
in front are flower girl Ayla Hape and ring bearer Maxton Brown.  

Inmate in jail stabbing gets 10-year sentance

A Californian author 
with family ties to Crit-
tenden County and 
memories of her grand-
mother’s place in Marion 
are among inspirations 
for a newly released novel 
for young and old, partic-
ularly horse lovers. 

Suzanne Morgan 
Williams is a 74-year-old 
retired school teacher 
who has written other 
books, including the ac-
claimed novel, Bull 
Rider, winner of the 
Western Heritage Award. 

The new book, Sierra 
Blue, features a horse 
named Chandler, which 
is the same as the one 
grandmother, Kathleen 
Elder, used to cart her 
children to school. 

“She harnessed Chan-
dler, a brown horse, and 
put the little kids in a 
cart and big ones on 
Chandler’s back,” 
Williams said of the sto-
ries she grew up hearing 
about her family’s time in 
western Kentucky. Her 
grandmother moved to 
Oklahoma around 1900. 

Williams used her con-
nections to Kentucky to 
do phone interviews all 
across the state and she 
spent several days in 
Marion several years ago 
to find the full flavor of 
its rural charm. 

The book is currently 
available for check out at 
Crittenden County Public 
Library or for sale on var-
ious online bookstores.  

Another inspiration for 
the story was her 

cousin’s career working 
with thoroughbred race-
horses. Her cousin lives 
in Lexington.  

The book traces a story 
of how its main charac-
ter, a teen named Magic 
Kendall, accepts her own 
weird psychic gifts and 
steps into the young 
woman she was meant to 
be. Williams says the 
book is set in the high 
desert California Sierra 
she loves, and the story 
should connect with both 
teens and older readers. 

“So many teens feel dif-
ferent and excluded – we 
hear about cyber-bully-
ing and teasing daily. It’s 
easy to imagine that a 
small rural town with 
limited cell service would 
solve the issue. But 
human nature doesn’t 
depend on setting,” she 
says in a book promo-
tional. “Sometimes the 
bond with a horse, self-
acceptance, and support 
from true friends is the 
path through difficult sit-
uations.”

California author 
ties new book to 
roots in Marion

STAFF REPORT 
An inmate charged in 

June with stabbing an-
other inside the Critten-
den County Detention 
Center with a homemade 
shank pleaded guilty last 
week and received a 10-
year prison sentence. 

Kevin Ray Rushing, 38, 
of Benton pleaded to a 
Class B felony charge of 
first-degree assault and a 
Class D felony of first-de-
gree promoting contra-
band.  

Rushing is also facing 
in Marshall County two 
felony charges of unlaw-
ful transaction with a 
minor involving con-
trolled substances which 
is set for trial in April. 

Rushing has a lengthy 
criminal history in Crit-
tenden and other nearby 
counties, and a poor dis-
ciplinary record from 
other stays in the county 
jail.  

In May, Rushing as-
saulted fellow inmate 
Paul Isaac with a “bladed 
or edged weapon.” The 
second charge was for 
possessing the home-
made weapon inside the 
detention facility.  

Rushing was an inmate 
being held for Lyon 
County when the assault 
took place. Crittenden 
County Detention Center 
has a contract to keep 
Lyon County detainees 
because there is not a jail 

in Eddyville. 
•John Martin, 37, of 

Marion pleaded guilty to 
an amended felony 
charge first-degree crimi-
nal mischief in a case 
where he broke into a 
home on KY 91 North in 
October. Martin origi-
nally faced a charge of 
burglary, a Class C 
felony. He also pleaded 
guilty to misdemeanor 
leaving the scene of an 
accident. Two other traf-
fic charges were dis-
missed.  

Martin was sentenced 
to three years for the 
felony and lesser time on 
the misdemeanor to run 
consecutively, but con-
currently with another 
case in Ballard County in 
which his probation was 
revoked due to this inci-
dent. His sentence in the 
Ballard case is five years 
for a total of eight to 
serve. 

The commonwealth 
does not oppose shock 
probation at some point, 
if Martin qualifies for 
drug court. 

•Mitchell Peek, 36, of 
Marion pleaded guilty in 
two cases. In the first 
case he was charged with 
felony first-degree wan-
ton endangerment; mis-
demeanor charges of 

second-offense, failure of 
non-owner operator to 
maintain required insur-
ance, having no opera-
tors license, operating on 
a revoked or suspended 
operators license, sec-
ond-degree fleeing or 
evading police on foot, 
second-degree fleeing or 
evading police on a motor 
vehicle; and traffic viola-
tions for reckless driving, 
having no or expired reg-
istration plates and dis-
regarding a stop sign. In 
the second case he 
pleaded to a Class D 
felony charge of being a 
convicted felon in posses-
sion of a firearm and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia.  

The judge sentenced 
Peek to one year in each 
case for a total of two 
years. The time will run 
consecutive to another 
four-year term Peek is 
also now serving. 

•Indicted last week on 
a felony drug charge, Al-
isha Jenkins, 30, of Eliz-
abethtown, Ky., pleaded 
guilty to felony first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 

misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 
She was given a pre-trial 
division and ordered to 
enroll in a substance 
abuse program.  

•Sara Bivins, 41, of 
Marion pleaded guilty to 
felony first-degree pos-
sessions of a controlled 
substance (methamphet-
amine), misdemeanor 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, DUI and other 
traffic violations. She was 
sentenced to three years 
on the felony and lesser 
time on the other charges 
with all time to run con-
currently and credit for 
time served. She was 
awarded pretrial division 
on the felony charge for a 
period of five years.  

•Kenneth Pryor, 58, of 
Marion pleaded guilty to 
receiving stolen property 
under $10,000, but more 
than $1,000, a Class A 
misdemeanor. He re-
ceived a 365-day pro-
bated sentence for being 
found in possession of a 
vehicle and lawn mower 
that was “knowingly 
stolen or (there) was rea-
son to believe was 
stolen.” The property has 

been returned to its 
rightful owner. 

•Robert L. Morrison, 
42, of Marion pleaded 
guilty to a felony charge 
of defrauding a secured 
creditor on a 2010 Chevy 
Silverado. Morrison was 
sentenced to five years, 
but given unsupervised 
pretrial diversion for five 
years. 

•Probation was revoked 
for Jason M. Mullinix, 
33, of Princeton for vio-
lating terms of his early 
release on a conviction 
for felony flagrant non-
support.  

•In a Rocket Docket 
case, Christina Robison, 
30, of Salem pleaded 
guilty to felony first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanors for pos-
session of marijuana and 
drug paraphernalia. She 
was given pretrial diver-
sion for five years and or-
dered to complete a 
treatment program. 

•Chris Allen Fitzgerald, 
54, of Fredonia was 
sanctioned with jail time 
until the end of the 
month for a positive drug 

screen. He was convicted 
in June on a felony drug 
charge. 

•Circuit Judge Daniel 
Heady denied motions for 
bond reduction in two 
cases.  

Public defender Jason 
McGee, representing ac-
cused drug trafficker 
Timothy Adams, 38, of 
Marion asked for a bond 
reduction from $25,000 
cash to 10 percent of the 
bond or $2,500. Assis-
tant Commonwealth At-
torney Wes Hunt 
opposed the request, 
telling the judge that 
Adams has a lengthy 
criminal history and is 
accused of possession of 
28 grams of meth and 
weapons. Hunt said the 
defendant would be eligi-
ble for prosecution under 
persistent felony offender 
statutes.  

Judge Heady denied 
the motion for a lower 
bond in that case, and 
also denied bond reduc-
tion in another case 
where Jacob Mooney, 21, 
of Marion is held on a 
$10,000 bond accused of 
third-degree rape and 
third-degree sodomy.
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Circuit Court

Crittenden County High School’s 2024 basketball homecoming court was recognized at Friday night’s game against Paducah Tilghman. Pictured are (from left) freshmen 
Noah Byford and Morgan Stewart; juniors CamRon Belcher and Kayleigh Weathers; seniors Travis Champion and Keira Chaney; King Tucker Sharp and Queen Brynn 
Porter; seniors Gabe Keller and Kaitlyn Stokes; sophomores Rianna Maness and Bradyn Poindexter; 2023 homecoming queen and king Kady Parish and Seth Guess; and 
in front are flower girl Ayla Hape and ring bearer Maxton Brown.  

Inmate in jail stabbing gets 10-year sentance

A Californian author 
with family ties to Crit-
tenden County and 
memories of her grand-
mother’s place in Marion 
are among inspirations 
for a newly released novel 
for young and old, partic-
ularly horse lovers. 

Suzanne Morgan 
Williams is a 74-year-old 
retired school teacher 
who has written other 
books, including the ac-
claimed novel, Bull 
Rider, winner of the 
Western Heritage Award. 

The new book, Sierra 
Blue, features a horse 
named Chandler, which 
is the same as the one 
grandmother, Kathleen 
Elder, used to cart her 
children to school. 

“She harnessed Chan-
dler, a brown horse, and 
put the little kids in a 
cart and big ones on 
Chandler’s back,” 
Williams said of the sto-
ries she grew up hearing 
about her family’s time in 
western Kentucky. Her 
grandmother moved to 
Oklahoma around 1900. 

Williams used her con-
nections to Kentucky to 
do phone interviews all 
across the state and she 
spent several days in 
Marion several years ago 
to find the full flavor of 
its rural charm. 

The book is currently 
available for check out at 
Crittenden County Public 
Library or for sale on var-
ious online bookstores.  

Another inspiration for 
the story was her 

cousin’s career working 
with thoroughbred race-
horses. Her cousin lives 
in Lexington.  

The book traces a story 
of how its main charac-
ter, a teen named Magic 
Kendall, accepts her own 
weird psychic gifts and 
steps into the young 
woman she was meant to 
be. Williams says the 
book is set in the high 
desert California Sierra 
she loves, and the story 
should connect with both 
teens and older readers. 

“So many teens feel dif-
ferent and excluded – we 
hear about cyber-bully-
ing and teasing daily. It’s 
easy to imagine that a 
small rural town with 
limited cell service would 
solve the issue. But 
human nature doesn’t 
depend on setting,” she 
says in a book promo-
tional. “Sometimes the 
bond with a horse, self-
acceptance, and support 
from true friends is the 
path through difficult sit-
uations.”

California author 
ties new book to 
roots in Marion


